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they have not been able to assimilate. Where 
that state had persisted, it has been the herald of racial dis- 
appearance. The proof that life beyond the grave is a delusion 
would, I feel, have a similar effect upon the human race as a 
whole. 


Chapel Maintenance 
At the risk of being thought tiresomely repetitive, 1 wish to 
return once more to the question of regular architectural 
inspection of our chapels, and my excuse is the Inspection of 
Churches Measure to which the Church Assembly (Anglican) 
sitting at Church House, Westminster, has given its final 
approval. This measure provides for diocesan schemes for the 
inspection of churches by architects at least once every five 
years. One of the bishops remarked that he thought that the 
expense of such inspection in his own diocese, where there 


~ were 700 churches, would be very great, and the work would 


be hampered by the fact that there were not a great number 
of architects who were closely acquainted with ancient build- 
ings; but the mover of the motion that the measure be 
approved said, reasonably enough, that the cost of inspection 
would be small, compared with the money saved, and he 
lieved that there were architects enough to carry through the 
schemes. As we have so few ancient buildings, the latter objec- 
tion need not apply in our case; and the number of appeals 
for assistance of which notice appears from time to time, in 


attention were drawn to deterioration at an early stage thou- 
more useful 


were mainly to be used, had no effective voice in the decision 
to send a British iti force to Greece in 1941; and 
were not consulted about the matter until it was too late, that 


MEANINGS (3) 
“.... For he had Great Possessions” 
By Charles Easton 


[T is one of the fond delusions of this Welfare Age that there 
are no rich men. A disarming smile disposes of the suggestion 
that anything Jesus said about possessions could apply to a tax 
paying man. Yet wealth has always been a comparative term. 
A very small hoard may make a miser. Much more than coin 
may add to the burden of riches. It is concern for wealth rather 
than the amount of it that comes between a man and the 
Kingdom. A poor man tramps a summer road with a pound 
in his pocket while a rich man flashes by with five thousand 
on his mind. Neither recognizes the Kingdom of the Eternal . 
Beauty through which he passes, for both are thinking of how 
they will spend their money, and how when it is gone they will 
get more. Few concern themselves with the Kingdom while 
civilization encourages their desire for wealth. A football 
coupon is big enough to cut out the vision of the City of God. 
A constant murmur about extra pay, and a recurrent specula- 
tion about promotion drown the still small voice. 

Religious aspiration and the intention to live a decent 
life are not enough to open to us the gates of the Kingdom. The 
rich young ruler had kept the commandments from his youth 
up. He was sufficiently interested in religion to put his inquiry 
to Jesus himself. It was not wealth that kept him from the 
Kingdom. It was the fact that he could not tear his essential 
self away from it. He was tied to an ancient wealth, to flocks 
and herds and many servants, to fine raiment and rich jewels. 
The hearts of modern men and women are set elsewhere, on 


all that is needed to serve 
the seemiliness of life. heart is involved in loving and 
serving and its household gods, how shall it lift up 
spiritual eyes to the hills? It is no use smiling aside these texts 
about wealth. Unless we take a firm line with ourselves, our 
minds endlessly occupy themselves with what we possess and 
with what we would like to possess. There is no time for God 
We shall not neglect our duties or require our families to em- 
brace poverty for our spiritual enrichment. Houses and clothes 
and even apparatus of modern living. 


SS 


ij) 
| 
| 
; connection with the restoration of our cha suggests that 
and necessary purposes. Assuming that we have a thousand 
buildings of one sort and another than should come under such 
a scheme of regular inspection, it ought not to be impossible 
to arrange them into five territorial groups, all the buildings in the latest car and super television, on a better house and ex- 
_ one of which would in turn be inspected each year. Such a pensive education for the children; all good things in their way 
= scheme would cost a considerable sum, and some of the poorer and useful for living. But whoever has his eyes on even the 
; congregations might complain at the expense. It is however, advertisements of these possessions cannot at the same time 
| just these poorer congregations, judging by the appeals of see the Kingdom. If a man’s heart is in the performance of his 
4 which I spoke above, that would benefit the most. Would new car, it cannot dwell with the lilies of the field. And if his 
4 it not be possible for the Council of the General Assembly to poor relation does no more than walk the road wishing for a 
PT get one of its Committees to prepare a universal scheme for car, he also will have no time for the flowers beside the way. 
= the regular architectural inspection of chapels and other build- He will walk right past the Kingdom of God. Examples are 
7 ings used by our congregations for submission to the next as numerous as individuals. No man can serve two masters 
a5 Annual Meeting of the General Assembly. 
Commonwealth Consultations 
. asserted that Australia and New Zealand, whose troops 
at 
i Whether that be the case or not, it is a matter for regret a eee eee 
= that our statesmen have even yet failed to evolve a 
i whereby the British Commonwealth can a united front * 
= in the field Wealth does not end with a bank balance, nor do men and 
4 seen in the women only treasure things they can touch and handle. Some 
_ country. If the story goes back to the treasure the approbation of their fellows. They set store by 
what men say of them. They look forward to the day when 
= general Commonwealth organization was the states- vain of their reputation even though it be for good works. 
=. man, Mackenzie King, who, resenting Lloyd They cling to the security of knowing they are well thought 
. tion in 1922 that Britain’s declaration of of by their loved ones. Yet even these intangible treasures 
; a would automatically involve the ind steal the heart away from God. Secret stores of approbation 
template, throughout his long control of Canada’s Govern- occupy many hours that might be given to the Kingdom, and 
| ment, any form of Commonwealth organization that would asap No one 
enable it to speak with a single voice. 
age to uncover the inner reserves } is a 
generation there will probably be mare people living im that each man must do for ons wll 
| older Dominions, not the new Asian and African § “ow that he has done it. But it will free his heart for God 
i Dominions, eye and a powerfully knit His hands will continue in the same good work. His spirit will 
i organization with branches in all parts of the world is im an =e im the joy of the Kingdom. 
unrivalled position to speak with authority on matters of Some set store by treasures of the mind. A historian is 
: giobal importance. Commentator. sometimes said to live in the century of his research. The 
j 
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Kingdom is here and now. A champion of the people is full 
of the wrongs of the workers. Our heart and mind and soul 
must be full of the love of God. It is by the first of the Great 
Commandments that the second becomes clear. The theories 
of the economist are a guide to the nations. They must not 
blind us to the needs of the Spirit. Too great a preoccupation 
with interpretation of the Kingdom of God may keep a man 
outside its gates. A zealous concern to expose the errors of 
orthodoxy may so fill a man’s religious life that he has no time 
for living the truths of the Spirit. It is a great and a constant 
danger with those of us who are free to study and to debate 
religious truth that we may never give our spirits time to experi- 
ence Truth itself. Sorrowful indeed shall our going be if we 
miss the Kingdom because we have great intellectual posses- 
sions. | 

The words of Jesus about wealth are not yet out of date. 
The way of religion is not the common way of the world and 
we delude ourselves if we try to pretend that it is. To live 
religiously we must abandon all we cherish of the pride of 


possession. We must renounce our love of approbation and 


cast off the weight of intellectual pretension. Our hearts are 
open then to God. They are free and unencumbered, ready to 
be filled with experience of God. While our hands are busy 
preparing the necessities of life, our hearts are gathering the 
treasures of God. We have turned and become as little child- 
ren. We enjoy whatever food and shelter come our way. We 
are unconscious of what others think of us. We realize our 
ignorance of Life, but we are possessed by one great and joyous 
desire. We are eager to explore the riches of the Kingdom 


an “ electrifying tract for the times.” In his introduction 


to this English edition, the Very Rev. W. R. Matthews writes : 
“It is plain enough that at the end of the next thirty years 
Western civilization will either be much more Christian or 
much less. Dr. ap trey, I am sure, help many to make up 
their minds and to decide where they personally stand.” 

Dr. Lowry writes with much insight on the structure of 
communism as a religious substitute, and he makes us aware 
also of the dangers of this kind of materialism where economic 
factors take on the appearance of symbols. But, as Lowry 
says, love is the essential nature of man, and man cannot 
escape his own destiny no matter how dark horizons may — 
seem. Communism is a spiritual challenge that contemporary 
man must face with knowledge and not with witch-hunts and 
emotional outbursts. This book by a responsible thinker will 
help many to see this naked realism in perspective. 

A sect which has been the centre of much controversy is 
studied in Royston Pike’s Jehovah's Witnesses (Watts, 10s. 
6d.). He describes who these 


14 Gordon Square, Lonuon, W.C4. They should noi in 


i 
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originated in America under the influence of Pastor Russell ; YF 
what they teach in their curious masses of books and tracts, 4 
and what they do as energetic propagandists. The author does o 
not draw conclusions from his analysis because the reader 
himself can do that from evidence that appears to have been a 
carefully sifted. 
Leuers shoutu ve adcressed to tne Eduor, “ The inquirer,” 
that lies about us. ee : 
general caceed inree (0 juur nundred words in length. 
A CRITIC’S NOTEBOOK 
By E. W. Martin The Enigma of Jesus | 
N his book of collected essays Anarchy and Order (Faber, Sin,—The Rev. W. H. Cordell recommends to your readers j 
16s.) Sir Herbert Read Nazarene Gospel Restored, by Graves and Joshua 
He is concerned with essentials and not with any fixed canons oat as a stimulating book, most of whose conclusions are es 
: ng y to be acceptable to Unitarians. | also have read the book, . 
of party thought such as the average working politician must and wish to say that if Unitarians accept its main conclusions and é- 
conform to. The first of the essays “ Revolution and Reason its critical methods (I say nothing about its background informa- é 
was written in 1953 and that on “The Philosophy of tion, much of which is of vaiue) I fear that they will be laughed : 
Anarchism ” in 1940. at. I have a great respect for Mr. Rovert Graves as a poet and 
_ For me, the most interesting work in this collection of  navelist. but am sorry that be put is same to this_peculiar 
writings on the subject of anarchism is “Poetry amd tion ‘and I appeal also to every serious book-review of the work | 
Anarchism,” a series of seven essays. A peasant by birth and which has appeared in this country. If your readers have any : 
tradition, Read is also an intellectual. My happiness consists, doubt on the matter, I hope they will read the book for them- : 
fact that I have selves.—Y ours, | 
t ity of my being and the direction of my thoughts.” Manchester College, Oxford. H. L. Short. i 
That is a happy state for the intellectual, but there are - - 
anomalies in Reaf’s position which the reader will be able The Enigma of Jesus 
to observe for himself. In doing so, however, he will also be ; 
in work is disciple of Tolstoy Proudhon. Read work merits. : book | 
affirms the need for synthesis, for balance, as an antidote to i aes one en 
the world’s unhappiness. cranks are apt to assemble q 
* of making 2 mountain of | 
In The Future of the West (Eyre and Spottiswoode, however, i ettieede which 
6d.) J. G. de Beus writes on three aspects of civilization, 
namely the possibilities of Western civilization, its present that no Unitarian believes 3 
All decaying societies or could possibly so have arisen? 
ve one Sign im common : creative power. There is impossible to accept the doct- | 
evidence to show that there is cultural fertility in our age and Guta te gediicelar and ches: 
this writer, an American, is inclined to be over-optimistic intellect? | 
about the creativeness evident in American technology and (a) I submit that had there been no belief in the resurrection. | 
He maintains that the readings of history are clear and oa 
One civilization-wide world and civilization-wide peace. regards intellectual impossibility, | suggcst many 3 
of but be would be hing the wal ht rtd, dota, 
Dr. Charles Lowry’s book Communism and Christ (Eyre veya aetna much less should they 
and 9s. 6d.) when in America was be pre-judged. —Y curs. 
valled Cambridg-. H. David Wiard. 
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LEADERS OF EARLY CHRISTIAN A Quarterly Review of | 
THOUGHT Religion, Theology and Philosophy 
by SYDNEY HERBERT MELLONE, M.A., D.Sc. Edited by L. A. GARRARD, B.D., M.A. 
158. by post 15s. 6d. Contents for July, 1954, include 


This work traces in detail the origin and development 
of doctrines concerning the Nature of God, the 
Person and Work of Christ, and other reacted beliefs, 
as illustrated in the contributions of the leading 
Christian thinkers during the early centuries of our 
era. It is the only work of its compass from the pen 
of a scholarly Liberal Christian writer. 
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MEMORIAL GIFTS 
Beauty 


} 
| | 
oF PROCTER & CO., Estate Agents, Insurance Brokers, Building | | 
Insurances of all kinds. | | 
> Life, Fire, Accident, Third Party, Loss of Profits, Sickness. Willow | 
House, Waterfoot, Rossendale, Lancs. Rossendale 253. | 
7 UNITARIAN PARTY TO NORWAY | 
August 13-25, visiting Bergen, Oslo, Hardangerfjord. Excellent 
| 
ROYHILL HOLIDAY CENTRE 
i offers you (under Universalist Trustees direction) 
| Good Accommodation. 
i Friendly Fellowship. ai 
Families specially welcome. a7 
Write now : Rev. Arthur Peacock. oc Rod Damask 
Ve BLACK BOYS, UCKFIELD, SUSSEX 
At 
Central Postal Mission = 
a The annual meeting of the “Central Postal Mission and Brooze Ghade — 
& Unitarian Workers Union™ was held at Gordon Square on Junc & iiione 
and, though the was Gam ans of 
or discouragement. Dr. Dorothy Tarrant the — Potishes Brass 
= the abscace of the President, Mes. H. Ballantyer, and cos- Ousrtery Puw Yar  "OARDS 
; business in her usual ef and gracious manner. — Mustd. Booklet ~The Church & Art.” 
reach people who are seeking enlightenment on ques- 6. Maile & Son 1”. EUSTON ROAD. Lonoane 
the’ sgniicance of the Prayer and the personality 367 RrOaD, rw. 
who ad been Roman Catholic, and who afer 10 year’ as church. to the 
sow deciared that’ The Unitarian Clurch the one I been charge at George's Exeter. 
warmly thanked for her work as Secretary of the Nd auY BATES 
After the business Miss M. S. Stevenson spoke on 


